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A Circular sent by Rev.Frank F, Fllinwood,D.D.,one 
of the Secretaries of the Board of Foreign Missions to 
the Woman's Foreign Mission Societies. A?huréeke ve Burk 

is This Circular was sent out in January 1878, tad 
curk dee Shee Dr. Sheldon Jacksomfin the interest of 


Woman's Home Missions, tony Aclver le adcrews a 10% cg 
Sf, Urcoeliirc, a 2a SS 


» « « I shall assume,what you’ and all our intelligent 
ladies know, viz: that the chief aim of this movement is 
to make a break in woman's work for (heathen) women. It 
is the last of many efforts. 

G a To secure a diversion to the Home Treasury.When 
it was found that you could not be turned aside from the 
help of heathen women to the Support of American men, the 

(2) desperate cry arose, "Wanted, some actual heathen for the 
“ Home Board!" 

The Indian and the Chinamen both in “our own country" 
answered the call. 

Dr.Jackson chiefly and all the time ,Dr.Dickson on oc- 
casion, pushed the matter on. 

History (a) ef the Chinese movement: 

In the Presbytery of San Franciseo in 1876, the 
Chairman of the Home Missionary Committee recommended that 
the Chinese work should be transferred to the Home Board, 
It was lost by a large majority. 

In the next Synod of California (1876) the same move-~ 
ment was made by the same man. He was charged with aeting 
for the Secretaries of Home’ Missions, but only in part ad- 
mitted it. 

In Presbytery of 1877, he made the same motion again, 
and instead of it the Memorial sent to the last Assembly 
was adopted as a substitute. It went to the Assembly and , 
was placed in the hands of a Special Committee whose able 
report you read, recommending that the Chinese work con- 
tinue with the Foreign Board, 

ep Near the close of the Session there was a canvas of 
Home Mission Secretaries and District Secretaries, and 
friends of Home Missions. They were not pleased. Sheldon 
Jackson had in his pocket a motion for the Assembly to 
transfer all our Missions in this country. This was too 
radical to succeed. Instead of this Dr. Fells was employ~ 
ed to ask Dr. Van Dyke to move a reconsideration and a 

reference of the whole subject to the two Boards. Dr. Van 

( 44) Dyke Bays he made the motion to please a brother moderator. | 

phos The Assembly was tired and limp and facile, and impa- 
tient to get home. Nobody knew that the Assembly was real- | 
ly being stultified. The motion passed, and since then . 
none can tell what it meant. The Foreign Board asked for 

(Ss) 2 conference with the Home Board in June and received reply 


: 


(4) 


in January. 

Meanwhile, after the Assembly, a motion was again 
made for a transfer, in the Synod ~ of California by 
Rev. Thomas Frazer, District Seeretary of Home Missions, 


who was frank enough to say that he made the motion at the 
request of Dr. Dickson. It was lost overwhelmingly only 


two yeas, both by men who either were or had been District 
Secretaries of Home Missions, This emphatic negative gives 


(7) 


(6) 
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(7) 


i) 


the last verdict of California. 

(b) The Indians. The Standing Committee of Home Missions 
in the last Assembly discussed the subject of Woman's work 
among the Indians and reported against it. But in the 
popular evening meeting for Home Missions, which was at~ 
tended only by those who wished to hear the advertised 
speakers, Jackson, Timothy Hill, and others, the report 
was changed on motion of Mr, Hill, that permissien was 
given the Home Board to open schools in three fields,viz: 
New mexico, Arizona, and Utah. ° 

Although the Moderator was in the chair, and it was 
technically a business meeting, yet it was virtually a - 
Home Mission Meeting. 

Beth these movements therefore were pushed through 
at times when the Assembly was not in a position to fairly 
consider them. If a great body of six hundred men can be 
led about in that way we have come to a sad pass. As to 
giving a fair share of support to the much persecuted and 
impoverished Home Board: 

l. Dr.Jackson stated to the Indian Commission at 
Washington recently that the reason why the Indian work 
was fast passing from the Foreign to the Home Board was 
that the Home Board had funds and the other hand not. This 
was said in presence of twe members of the Foreign Board, 
Dr. Lowrie and Mr. Kingsley. 

Behond then! when the appeal is made to the judgment 
of men, the fat surplus of funds is urged. When dealing 
with the sympathies of women there is a clamor for a just 
share of funds. Money is the chief aim of the present 
campaign of Dr, Jackson on New Jersey, and what is worst of 
all the winter,s gift and toils of Christian women of each 
church in #reparing not less than $200,000 dollar's worth 
of Boxes for Home Missions, are ifnored or misrepresented 
in a recent circular which states that they gave last year 
but $11,000 for Home work. 

It is true that the Home Board has more funds. The 
surplus gained by its two Annual Collections would have 
paid the Foreign debt any time within the last two years, 

Last Spring, it cleséd the year with $65,000 balance,» 


and recently it: has received from Mrs.»Green $100,000 more. 
We received $50,000 last Spring to fill-an abyss. They 
received $100,000 to be. placed on the high pedestal of a 


$65,000 reserve. But it will be said "Oh, yes, but the | 


( /) 


(/# 


tes: 


work will be enlarged." True, and there is a point of great 
importance. ) 
In the sharp rivalries of Beards the Indian work will 
probably be overdone. (Among the Chinese there are almost 
no women; only a few that can be reached by our Woman's 
Homes in two or three cities. 
There are but a few points among our Indians where 
judicious school work can be done. But suppose you get 
up a state of things in which these few are placed in the 
scale against the countless millions of all other lands. 


Suppose that the idea of equality or justice to the Boards 
(and that is what many chiefly think of) should come to 
take the place of the world's comparative wants! 

You and your sisters have enlisted for the heathen 
women of your generation,for all of them, and in just 
proportions; for the few in your country, and the millions 
abroad. Will you lose sight of your sublime errand to bal- 
ance funds with Boards? Will you drop one half of what 
you are doing in distant lands merely to satisfy the ambi- 
tion of Secretaries? I say then this movement will lead 
to a most unjust disporportion of work and to a lavish 
waste of funds in unpromising Home fields taken up in mere 
rivalry. 

2. It will keep up jealousy and confusion between the 
Boards, and will so disgust the churches as finally to dim- 
inish the total contributions. 

Compare the small success of New York's mixed work with 
that of Philadelphia and Chicago. 

5. It will be a real detriment to our Home Mission 
families by exchanging boxes sent to them direct, for funds 
sent to New York. It has been an awkward fact always that 
the very thing which the Secretaries wanted, was that which 
the Home Missionaries did not want, and vice versa, Money 
in New York versus boxes of clething in needy homes, the 
salary being the same. 

4, This movement would sweep Foreign Mission proper 
out of the West entirely, and would develop a selfish national 
church. We have not much hold there now. A western lawyer 

told me that in his Synod, pastors all dependent on the 
Home Board dared not let Foreign contributions of any amount, 
nor any others save one, appear in the reports for fear 
that keen eyes in New York would see them there, and wovld 
cut down their next Home Missionary stipend correspondingly. 

Your letter and one from Mr. Coan beth show that Iowa 
and Kansas are almost wholly given to Home Missions but. 
let the Home Board work of Foreign Missions just enough to 
satisfy the conscience and absorb the little that is given, 
and we shall need no local hatred of the Heathen Chinee, to 
_extirpate from the western mind all eare for the nations. 


beyond. The spirit of Missions will be bottled up in 
Arizona or frozen up in Alaska. 


/b) 5. The disposition of the Home Secretaries to meddle 
with 


G@ 


ds) 
(/2) 


Foreign Mission work will lead to neglect of their 

Own proper charge. Fifty-eight of our feeble churches were 
disbanded last year, and over three hundred since the Re- 
union. A pastor in the west told me that five churches 
died last year in his Presbytery, and that for want of a 
proper support. You saw Dr. Morris' article on the decay 
of churches in Ohio. Sustentation you know is dead, and 
hundreds think it has been strangled. 

Many of our Synods are taking Home Missions into their 
own hands, and reserving a part of their funds to use at 
their own discretion, . 

Would it not be better to observe the old boundaries 
and let each Board do its proper work? 


Rev. Henry Kendall,D.D.,Senior Secretary of the Board 
of Home Missions, sends to Rev.Sheldon Jackson,the follow- 
ing comments on Dr.Ellinwood's letter: 

Comments.-(1) Not true. (2) Adroitly put. (3) Net true. 
(4) Dr. Dan Vyke denies it - Dr. Fells was employed{5) What 
of it? The report is for the next Assembly. té) I don't 
know it. (7) It wasn't about Indians mainly, but Mormons. 
and New Mexieans. (8) Complimentary to all parties. (9) 
Pleasant sarcasm! (10) Denied by Dr. Jackson. (11) Mislead- 
ing and unfair. (12) Oh! Oh! (13) Clap-trap! (14) See! 
(15) How he is trying to prevent it! (16) That's News! 
(17) Frightful mortality! for which Secretaries are to blame, 
(18) What is Sustentationllugged in for? (19) Not true! 

Now, Dear Brother Jaeksen don't publish one word of 
the letter or use comments thereon! The joint Committee 
of the Boards are now wrestling over it and we can afford. 
to leave it in their hands. 

Yours truly, 
H. Kendall, 
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